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The Traditional Document

Å Documents have been around for thousands of years

ï The Bible is a document

ï The scrolls of the Dead Sea are documents

ï Hieroglyphs of the Ancient Egypt are documents

Å Documents have been and continue to be the support of a 

large fraction of human knowledge

Å Documents are stored on a specific medium

ï For centuries, the traditional medium for documents has 

been paper

ï Recently, the storage medium for documents has become 

digital



Patrick P. Bergmans  /  The New Document / Analogous Spaces /  May17, 2008

The Traditional Document

Å Paper documents were a fairly simple concept

Å Digital documents are much more complex, because of their 

numerous additional attributes

Å The Digital Document is polymorphic; it has many, many 

different embodiments and representations

Å Computer Scientists have introduced formal Document Models

Å These models are used to

ï Analyze document transformations and evolutions

ï Identify resources needed for those transformations

ï Define Document Processes that govern these 

transformations
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Dimensions of Document Space

Å In these models, documents are contained in a multi-

dimensional document space (content, structure, format, time, 

spatial, others é ), identifying their specific properties along 

the axes of the space

Å Documents transformations are trajectories in document 

space, describing the life of a document and its evolutions

Å The multidimensional document space can be simplified by 

projecting it onto sub-spaces

Å The initial (content, structure, format) model considers the sub-

space of documents independently of time and space


