


Google Book Search

It would have kept Paul 
Otlet Awake !

Philippe Colombet

Google Book Search Partnerships
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Agenda

ÅWhat has changed with technology since Pal Otletôs 
visions in 1930 ?

ÅWhy is it so important to make books part of the 
searchable web of information ?

ÅWhat are the broader outcomes of such  a massive 
undertaking  ?
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2008: 1 billion people online
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What helped us: Technology Revolution: since 1982 é

ÅCPU performance: Up by a factor of 3,500

ÅMemory prices: Down by a factor of 45,000

ÅDisk prices: Down by a factor of 3,600,000 

Dream of organizing and making accessible all 

the worldôs information is nearly obtainable!
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If Only Petrol Mileage Improved As Much é

Åé one litre of petrol 
would take you around 

the Earth more than 
500 times!
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Historical Rates of Adoption

Source: Morgan Stanley Technology Research (redrawn)
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Googleôs Mission

Online content
Billions of web pages

Offline content
Billions of items 

becoming indexed

To organize the worldôs information and 

make it universally accessible and useful.
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Find books (as well) when you search information

Title Navigational Author Navigational


