«THE CENTURY GUILD HOBBY HORSE."

By this Periodical, to be published Quarterly, the Century Guild
of Artists secks to express its thought on subjects bearing upon art, as
they rise before the public mind.

It will contain Illustrations, Poems, and Essays, for the most part
bearing signatures.

In most cases contributors will be of those practically engaged
in art.

Every care will be taken to ensure the Artistic character of the
Periodical by maintaining Originality of Thought and by making
Thorough all workmanship involved in its production.

All communications to be addressed to the Editor, care of

KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH AND CO.
7o be kad of all Booksellers.
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THAT MERLIN CRIED TO HUMANITY.

I xxow that I, thy preconceivéd soul,

Am messenger'd to drink of each delight

Of sense, and dwell in all-unutter’d dole,

Before thou drink’st, that thou may'st drink aright—
The loneliest, lowliest, loveliest eremite,

That ever wander'd ere his fellow men.

And knowing this, I gladly bear the blight

Of a long ferment-being, broke but when

Convulséd with a flood of passion now and then.
MCG.*

* [Note.—M CG. stands for * Member of the Century Guild". In justice to the
writer of this poem and that of * the Praise’, I hold back his name, until by publication
of poems on other subjects, his whole self has sought and found expression.

We may judge of an ox only when all between hornand hoof has been seen.—Ep.]
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‘THE GUILD FLAG'S UNFURLING/

In case our ““ Hobby Horse” ride out, unknown to us, into
circles beyond those compassing personal fricnds, we think it
well, by way of introduction, to give to such new acquaintance
some fair notion of the intention and character of our union;
some unburdening of our hobbies; some reasons for riding
them now and again through a public highway—a highway
that is too frequently, a veritable ¢ rotten row.’

The few members of the Century Guild are all artists
of one craft or another; each therefore known best through
his own craft: though also here to be somewhat known by
joint literary work in which each will, from time to time, when
fate compels, come forward, say his say, and then retire to his
studio, hoping to meet his reader there, no publisher between
to make a chilling third.

Being bound by close pressing bands of kinship in
thought, and by strong attachment of artistic sympathies, we
felt it would be unalloyed advantage to give expression of our
sympathetic relation to one another, and in a way that the long
practice of the past has made most natural, and now fullest
of suggestive meaning to the mind. Hence the Guild—an
union by which we each anticipate having better chance of
success in the exercise of our especial arts. As without
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contemporaries to justify its publication ; and we hope, of such
permanent value to its readers as shall at least equal the price
of its purchase.

ArTHUr H. MacxMmURDO,

M CG.

Notz.—In this our first number we have purposely avoided loud trumpet-blast of
great names: we have also been modest in our illustrations that the promise implied
in the first, may not fall short of performance in the succeeding issucs.







